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	June 2011

	President’s Message

We have had another very busy month at the North Port Art Center. Almost everything has been taken care of as far as the management change-over of the NPAC Website. Thanks Rhonda Fearns! Our new volunteer webmaster, Mia Schober-King, has worked for two months preparing for a smooth transition, all by email from New Jersey, while working a full-time job.

June 15, in the evening, the Woman’s Exchange, Inc of Sarasota will present NPAC Grant Writer Bonnie Rodgers with a check for $1,000 made out to the North Port Art Center for “Fun”-tastic Summer Art Camp art supplies. This is the second grant Bonnie has secured for NPAC. Thanks Bonnie for your time.

We are so very grateful for all of our volunteers that take on serious responsibilities and help the Center run smoothly.  

“Congratulations & Thank You” to those that helped us reach our goal of five “Fun”-tastic Youth Summer Art Camp Scholarships through the Gulf Coast Community Foundation GIVES incentive. We also have had several donations made, this month directly to the North Port Art Center for the $75 Scholarships. We are up to 43 scholarships as a total, as of May 28. 
As NPAC President, I visited all 25 eldercare facilities in Venice, Englewood, North Port, Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda that we service through Art Therapy Classes, due to a grant from the Gulf Coast Community Foundation, for a year.  I have only received rave notices from the participants and the management at these locations. Thanks to the dedicated artists for the quality job they are doing and to Suzanne Boeck for sharing her expertise with these NPAC Art Therapy artist instructors.

There are several opportunities for you to create and display your art through ‘Art-in-Public Places’. Add your name online or to the lottery box at the NPAC front desk. Submit artwork on June 25 Show receiving day, 10 a.m.-1 p.m. for the ‘Turnabout’ Challenge, Art inspired by Poems written by North Port Poetry Workshop members, on NPAC front desk; “Fur, Fins and Feathers” Art Show; Teachers of NPAC Invitational; and make a wearable, one of a kind MASK, for the Vision North Port Masquerade Ball (Mardi Gras theme), February 18, 2012. Masks will be on display through August 26 at NPAC and then be a traveling exhibition throughout the City of North Port. There will be a logo contest inspired by the Best of Show Winning Mask, also. Mask Entries will be accepted June 30, 3-7pm.

The Warm Mineral Springs Gift Shop will display Pottery Art and utilitarian items For Sale created by North Port Art Center members, which have used Warm Mineral Springs water in the process and have the circular Warm Mineral Springs stamp imbedded on each item and numbered as a collector’s item. Contact Potter Sharon Dumont pottery@northportartcenter.com or call 941-258-6321 for more details.

The North Port Art Center will continue inviting the public to make Bowls of Hope for the All Faith’s Food Bank with the assistance of pottery instructor Howard Hartke and other potters; Glazing is scheduled for Sunday, June 5 1–3pm. The next creating of Bowls will be Thursday, July 21 6–8pm; Saturday, August 20 10am to noon; and Thursday, September 22 6-8pm. Mark your calendar and come and help.

We hope to see you several times during the scheduled dates listed, including July 2 for the next Art Show Reception, Saturday, 4–6pm.

The next NPAC member meeting is September 12, Monday evening at 7pm.

Sincerely,

Louise Hall, President
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	NorthPortArtCenter.com
Featured Member



Bonnie Rodgers works behind the scenes working on Grants. She puts untold hours into filling out paperwork and following through on specific requests mandated through different funding groups ...more



 

“Fun”tastic Art Camp

starts June 13. Volunteers and donated supplies are still needed ...more




Thank you

Home Depot Volunteers for repainting our building in the hot sun.







	Executive Director’s Message

It has been a blessed and wonderful month here at North Port Art Center. I want to Thank you, Members, for supporting us through your dues. Thank you, Volunteers; you strengthen us as a whole. Over 7,000 hours have been recorded since the first of the year on-site, and off-site is equal to that.

We had a face lift!

Thank you, City of North Port, for installing such beautiful trees. Thank you, Ryan Pieper, City Arborist, for your creative talents of choosing  such fitting and lovely trees. Thank you, Home Depot, for the Grant money and your fantastic volunteer team who painted the main NPAC building:  Team Manager, Celebration of Life for teens 5-22-11 Jennifer Harris; and Associates, Osmin DelPino, Craig Garrett, Cherylann Tacy, Bonnie Arcadi, and Brooke Harris — What energy!!  Many thanks also  to Publix, Winn-Dixie, and Perkins for supplying food for the hard working painters. It is marvelous to see citizens in our community rallying together and working  to help each other… Thank you, Heron Creek, for the Grant money to place our new Sign on the property. The design is professionally and tastefully done, adding a fine touch to the neighborhood. Stop by and tell us what you think. By the way, I have personally learned the folly of asking hundreds of artists their color choice. What was I thinking? Thank you, Color Committee, well done!

DOT will also be placing our new signs on Tamiami Trail.

We have received 43 Art Camp Scholarships to be awarded to very deserving children, recommended through the public schools. Thank you, Fran Doyle, Brianne Sepulveda's Family, Grandmothers of LaCasa, James Magero, Sue Berger, Dorothy Covert, Louise Hall, Kiwanis's Club of North Port Early Birds Inc., Denise R. Milot, Charline Christofori, Jim Blucher, Fred & Lydia Tower, North Port Kiwanis Knight Owls, Raymond V. Fundyga, Dr. Monica Walker, Community Eye Center, Regina Callahan, Kathleen McDonald, North Port Democratic Club and North Port Area Republican Club for generously giving to the children here in North Port. 

We appreciate when you do share your gifts of time and talent volunteering here at the center. Do you enjoy working with children? Do you delight in watching their faces light up as they learn various art skills? Then this is a job for you. Many a grandmother has told me the pleasure they derive from helping, thinking maybe someone else is doing the same for their grandchild up north. We need 2 volunteers every weekday, 9am to 1:30. If you could give one day a week, it would lighten the load here.

Making bowls for "Bowls of Hope" has been very successful. We have offered two sessions, open to the public. On May 15, sixty people showed up! Over 200 bowls have been made for the November event in Sarasota. Many other art organizations participate in this program to raise money to put into the Sarasota Food Pantry. Two Thousand bowls are needed!

North Port will be hosting the first ever "Bowls of Hope" in North Port at City Hall,  on The Greenway. This premier event is scheduled for March 4, 2012.The second Committee Meeting was held  here at NPAC, on May 20. Fourteen  strong leaders of North Port were in attendance. If you would like to volunteer and be part of this annual event, please contact me at the center.

"Arts Alive" is set to co-ordinate with Festival sARTee, a fringe festival linked to  the Ringling  International Arts Festival. Sarasota and Manatee Counties come together to embrace and celebrate their spectacular arts & cultural treasures. The communities of both counties will showcase top-notch arts organizations, North Port Art Center being one, where artists thrive and art enthusiasts flock to experience art in many forms. It is time to share this passion with the world. NPAC event nights will be Saturday, October 15 & 22, 7pm to 9 pm. Twenty live art demonstrations will be given while performance artists play music. Members are asked to bring a dish and invite their friends. Music will be performed by The Joyful Ringers, Winging It, Lamarque Elementary Chorus Singers, Joshua Rodrigues and more fun surprises in store. What could be more energizing? The marriage of both the visual & performing arts, both creating at the same time.  Enjoy an eclectic evening of fine arts, with the backdrop of the Art Exhibit in the gallery, while enjoying a glass of wine and tasting some delights. Visit with other members, and get to know the artists of our community. If you would like to be one of the demonstrating artists, please contact me at the center 941-423-6460.

Giclée, fine art reproduction, is available to all members at the center. The printing technique utilizes archival inks. Choose to print on water color paper, canvas, poster, card stock, gallery wrap and canvas in all sorts of sizes. Contact graphic.dept@northportartcenter.com to schedule an appointment.

Remember, "Every gift is considered a blessing."

Respectfully Yours,

Carol Neagles, Executive Director
	Community Events

Several Bowls of Hope events are scheduled this summer ...more
Also, remain informed of the local arts scene by visiting

http://www.sarasotaarts.org/


Volunteers

We are asking members interested in volunteering to submit their Volunteer Profile so interests, availability and skill sets can identified and coordinated.
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Mariah Marshall

Thank you Mariah Marshall, North Port High School graduating student and North Port Art Center's Intern 2010-11. I have personally enjoyed every moment working with you. Many different projects were thrown at you. Sometimes it must have felt as if you were thrown in a vast ocean, with no life vest. It was sink or swim, or just tread water. You swim well, no floatation devises needed on your part. You are a very talented visual artist. A great performing artist too! We are proud of your 4.1 average. You kept your great focus while working here every day, keeping up with your studies, and holding a part time job too. Here at the center the job description was vast: Hanging Gallery Exhibits, data entry, creating documents, printing NPAC info , reorganizing the inventory, packing and supplying the Membership Tables to go to the many events in the community. Compiling mailing lists, organizing and stream lining data entry, working side by side with me to promote new events connected with the center. You have won our hearts dear Mariah. I already miss your beautiful smile and warm hug as you came and went. It has been my privilege to work with you. What ever you chose to do in the future, I pray you will be blessed. You have so many gifts and talents, that you have yet to touch. We hope you will always remember the year you served your Internship here warmly. My big question to you “How could any one fill your shoes next year?” You have been an inspiration to all of us here at NPAC. We are grateful to have been such a rich part of your life.


	

	
   





	North Port Art Center’s mission is to provide the community with artist support, art classes and educational, cultural events and programs. We are asking community members like you to help support our mission. Memberships and donations make it possible to operate the North Port Art Center. Our organization helps elevate the quality of life in our community by offering positive and creative activities and opportunities for all ages. The Art Center has been called “a jewel in the crown that is North Port.” For further information, please visit our website.
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