	[image: image20.png]




	Help Secure Funds for State Arts & Cultural Grants 
Communicate Now With Key Legislative Leaders
	May 2011

	President’s Message

Exciting things are happening in North Port, a large complex for eldercare is going to be built, a Japanese restaurant is about to open, a Masquerade Ball and an “I Love Chocolate” event will be offered in the first quarter of the year, and if Vision North Port individuals have support for their idea of two trolleys making the circuit around town, all will add to more jobs and more enjoyment for area residents. What a change in the next three to five years due to individual’s dreams and a plan.

Our Executive Director Carol Neagles has everything scheduled for performing arts people to join our two NPAC sARTe’e events in October, which will surround the Ringling International Festival, as it did last year, encompassing the Manatee and Sarasota County visual and performing arts.

I have one more week of visiting and observing our fine, caring 10 trained artists that are bringing art therapy to 25 eldercare facilities in Venice, Englewood, North Port, Port Charlotte and Punta Gorda, thanks to the Gulf Coast Community Foundation grant and Suzanne and Larry Boeck’s assistance in setting the program up. The Plantation Community Foundation gave the North Port Art Center grant money for more tables and chairs for the Clay Art and Sculpture Studio, thanks to Bonnie Rodgers for writing the grant. Bonnie and her husband Sam purchased and delivering all of the chairs and tables. The Heron Creek Community Foundation gave us grant money for an outdoor sign, so people will be able to locate our building, more easily. Berlin Sign Company, thanks to Rod Haggett, will be making and installing the outdoor sign. It will have space for a weekly event message.

Lydia and Fred Tower are assisting the North Port Art Center in securing serious donors to add money to the North Port Art Center Fund through the Gulf Coast Community Foundation. There is already $11,000.00 in the Fund. Approximately $100,000.00 is needed to produce an annual 4% of interest to sustain our minimal part-time staff salaries. If you or anyone you know would like to help, let us know.

Charline Cristofori is doing a great job encouraging our members and several service groups in town to donate one or two $75.00 “Fun”tastic Kids Summer Art Camp Scholarships. You and your friends may soon go on line and donate $5.00 or more toward a ($75.00) Scholarship through the Gulf Coast Gives program, which enables non-profits to set goals, in our case: five ($75.00) scholarships and the goal must be completed within two months. It is an opportunity to participate even if you cannot afford the total amount. www.gulfcoastgives.org and click on ARTS at the top. We met our first project which was to be able to purchase a clay supply for a whole year of Kid’s Free Saturday pottery Art Classes, which totaled $350.00 and several people did give $5 each. So every bit helps! 

Our next “Bowls of Hope” bowl making session will be on May 15, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m., in the Clay Art and Sculpture Studio; with time to dry and fire, glazing will take place on May 29, 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Everyone is welcome. Ask your friends to come and help make bowls to raise money for the hungry in Sarasota County. Call 941-423-6460 to reserve a place at the table.

NPAC is now ready for experienced potter members to create pottery that has Warm Mineral Springs water used in the process along with the spring’s stamp on the bottom. Such items will be For Sale in the Warm Mineral Springs gift shop. Call NPAC at 941-423-6460 for details and procedure.

The 1-day workshops are continuing for Oil Painting and Jewelry Making. The 4 to 6 week classes also continue offering Computer Software, Digital Photography, Oil, Watercolor, Acrylic, Mixed Media Painting, Color Mixing, Drawing, Pottery: Hand Building, Wheel Throwing, Raku, Bronze & Clay Sculpture and two new classes for working with Stained Glass and Pastel Painting. Check out the latest details on each class or workshop online or come into the Art Center. Plus, several youth art classes along with the Free Saturday Kids art classes the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Saturdays each month are available.

Come to the May 7, Saturday, 4-6pm. “Spring Art Show” art reception and awards presentation, poetry reading, acoustic guitar music by Joshua Rodrigues, for your added pleasure, along with refreshments. Bring your neighbors and friends. The Artisans Port gift shop has many fine items at reasonable prices. Where else can you be treated so well, and at no cost for the two hours? 

May 9, second Monday of the month NPAC Member meeting is a 7:00 pm. Karl Goudy will share information about Stained Glass techniques at the meeting. Come and enjoy and socialize with other members and guests.

Don’t forget about the “Turnabout Challenge” Art Show coming , where you select a poem that inspires you to paint and have work ready for the June 25 receiving date, along with the Fur, Fins and Feathers Art Show. The poems that were created by the North Port Poetry Workshop are available at the NPAC front counter.

Look forward to seeing you!

Louise Hall
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	NorthPortArtCenter.info
Member Galleries
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Professional artist Sheryl Unwin creations and biography are now available in her new Member Galleries page.




 

“Fun”tastic Art Camp

Each week will offer different projects so your child may benefit from one or all eight weeks ...more




Thank you

President and Grant Writer Louise Hall and Executive Director Carol Neagles held the $2,500 check from Heron Creek Community Foundation ...more
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During the Spring Art Show All Media, Anything Goes Joshua Rodrigues will perform acoustical guitar with a Latino flavor on Saturday, May 7, 2011, 4-6pm.



Potter Glenna Dame brought in her original art piece, titled "Under the

Influence of Peter Voulkos", to be displayed during the North Port Art "Spring Art Show”...more


Bernard Theil's acrylic paintings are titled "At Day's End" and "Portofino Harbor Side".

	Executive Director’s Message

NPAC's Gulf Exhibit has been wonderfully received in the community. Many people bring their visitors through the Gallery on a regular basis. Residents of Assisted Care Facilities also come in by the bus loads. Those of us who are at the Center daily have the joy of seeing people taking in the art. It is almost as if you can see the people drinking in the beauty all around them. The Gallery is here to improve the quality of life in North Port. It seems each new exhibit is better than the last. Please be encouraged to share your art with others by being part of the next show, "Spring Art Show". Receiving will be Saturday, April 30, 10am to 1pm.

***

Our Youth Director, Clare Harvey, is building another informative, fun-filled Summer Art Camp program. "FUN"tastic Art Camp is now going into its 4th season. We have witnessed this program that initially started with four weeks and 80 students, flourish to more than 200 students over the span of 8 weeks. Children are experiencing many different mediums in the arts, accomplishing a plethora of projects, while learning fundamentals through hands-on learning. Classes run Monday through Friday. Children accomplish 20 hours of instruction through a one week session. Each day a guest art instructor will teach a project while Clare simultaneously teaches in another classroom. After a brief lunch break, children rotate classrooms to have instruction by the other teacher. Last year, 72 Scholarships were awarded to individual students who were recommended through the public school system. I just know you are asking yourself, "How can I HELP support this amazing program?" I am so happy you asked!

VOLUNTEER: Help is needed every weekday, 9am to 1pm. A teacher's aid is needed in each classroom; a monitor is needed to welcome and admit the children; watchful eyes are needed through the lunch break as the teachers are cleaning up and getting things in order to present the next class. Previous volunteers have told us how rewarding their experience has been. We would be delighted to have you spend a bit of time with us here at the Center. A volunteer Art Camp calendar signup sheet will be on the front counter, just come pick your day.

DONATIONS:  $75.00 will provide a deserving child one week of art camp ...more
SUPPLIES NEEDED:  Large appliance boxes, such as refrigerator or stove boxes; clean tin cans of different sizes; small glass jars with lids; glue; and used paint brushes in good shape.

***

If you know of any basket-weavers who would be interested in teaching children, please contact the center.

Gallery Committee: If you would consider giving four hours every other month on a Saturday to receive new art work and help hang the new exhibits, please sign up online or call the center.

Home Depot will be bringing 20 volunteers and also supply the paint and equipment to paint the Art Center Saturday May 21. I am sure anyone wanting to bring them homemade treats would be most welcomed.

Remember, "Every gift is considered a blessing."

Respectfully Yours,

Carol Neagles, Executive Director
	Featured Member



Doris Benson, a native of Guilford, Connecticut, has called Florida her home since 2000 ...more


Community Events

Our Next Membership Meeting is Monday, May 9 at 7pm. Bring a friend. Stained Glass instructor Karl Goudy has offered to be our guest demonstrator.
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Call for Art

We are looking for at least 10 artists to conduct art demonstrations at the sARTe'e scheduled for Wednesday, October 12, 2011, 6:30-8:30pm at City Hall, Floors 1-3 ...more




North Port Art Center's Intern, NPHS senior Mariah Marshall comes to the art center 4 to 5 days a week ...more

	The Artisans Port Gift Shop 

	

Artisans Port Gift Certificate

Want to watch as your mother's face lights up? ...more
$Select


“Ancient Seas” by Kathleen Wilke

This tranquil watercolor painting of a sailboat nearing the beach has all the soft pastel colors you would expect to see in a sunny, tropical island setting ...more
$75



Wall Hanging by Anne Phillips

For all the cat lovers we offer the silhouette of a black, playful kitten chasing a vibrant, striped multi-colored ball ...more
$65



“Plate of Affirmation” by Colleen Henry

The words, "You are special today," painted in cream colored script, gracefully rim ...more
$12



Note Cards by Joan Overholser

Whether you are dashing off an invitation, thanking someone for their kindness ...more
$10



Wrapped Pendant by Chris Sylvester

This striking pink art-glass pendant is wrapped with gold-filled wire. Accented with gold twisting curlicues ...more
$32



	

	
   





	North Port Art Center’s mission is to provide the community with artist support, art classes and educational, cultural events and programs. We are asking community members like you to help support our mission. Memberships and donations make it possible to operate the North Port Art Center. Our organization helps elevate the quality of life in our community by offering positive and creative activities and opportunities for all ages. The Art Center has been called “a jewel in the crown that is North Port.” For further information, please visit our website.
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